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OOCUMEiNjTS 

ELIGIBILITY  CRITERIA  FOR  DISCOUNT  FARE         SEP  1975 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS 

The  attached  Eligibility  Criteria  were  developed  in  conjunction  with 
service  agency  personnel  and  members  of  the  handicapped  community.  The 
Eligibility  Criteria  is  the  sole  basis  for  the  determination  of  a  mass 
transportation  handicap  on  Bay  Region  public  transit  systems. 

The  Eligibility  Criteria  is  subject  to  review  on  a  periodic  basis. 
Changes  to  the  Eligibility  Criteria  shall  be  made  at  the  discretion  of 
transit  operators  with  recommendations  by  service  agency  representatives  and 
the  handicapped  community. 

Discount  Cards  for  permanently  handicapped  persons  are  valid  for  the 
life  of  the  fare  structure  policy  granting  the  discount,  although  it  will 
be  required  to  renew  the  cards  every  three  years. 

The  Districts'  fiscal  obligations  may  require  modification  of  this 
program  at  anytime,  however  any  change  in  the  percentage  of  discount  or  hours 
of  operation  granted  to  handicapped  patrons  in  no  way  invalidates  discount 
fare  privileges  extended  to  persons  who  qualify  under  the  Eligibility  Criteria. 

The  transit  operators'  Task  Force  on  Handicapped  Access  will  receive 
suggestions  and  complaints  on  program  operation.    At  the  end  of  the  six-month 
demonstration  program,  the  Task  Force,  service  agencies  and  members  of  the 
handicapped  community  will  evaluate  the  program  and  make  appropriate 
recommendations . 

The  Eligibility  Criteria  (definition  of  handicap)  were  developed  based 
on  a  person's  ability  or  inability  to  use  mass  transportation  services  and 
presume  a  level  of  personal  mobility  and  independence  to  the  degree  that  use 
of  public  transportation  systems  would  be  a  reasonable  expectation. 
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A  functional  definition  of  a  handicapped  person  follows:    A  mass 
transportation  handicap  is  any  incapacity  or  disability  which  results  in 
the  inability  of  a  person  to  perform  one  or  more  of  the  following  functions 
necessary  for  the  effective  use  of  mass  transportation  facilities  without 
significant  difficulty: 

1.  Negotiating  a  flight  of  stairs,  escalator  or  ramp 

2.  Boarding  or  alighting  from  a  public  transit  vehicle 

3.  Standing  in  a  moving  public  transit  vehicle 

4.  Reading  informational  signs  (sight  disabilities  as  defined  in  Section  9  only) 

5.  Hearing  announcements  by  train  conductors,  bus  drivers  or  station  agents 

6.  Walking  more  than  200  feet 

Transit  operators  reserve  the  right  to  verify  Certificate  Forms  by 
contacting  persons  completing  the  forms. 

Any  fees  charged  for  the  completion  of  Certificate  Forms  are  not  the 
responsibility  of  Bay  Region  public  transit  operators. 

Certificate  Forms  will  be  confidential  records  and  kept  on  file  with 
each  of  the  transit  systems  issuing  Discount  Cards. 
Exclusions 

Persons  whose  sole  incapacity  is: 

1.  Any  physical,  mental  or  psychological  disability  or  incapacity  of  less 
than  six  (6)  months  duration 

2.  Pregnancy 

3.  Obesity 

4.  Acute  or  chronic  alcoholism  or  drug  addiction 

5.  Contagious  diseases 

are  specifically  excluded  from  discount  fare  eligibility. 
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ELIGIBILITY  CRITERIA  FOR  DISCOUNT  FARE 

PHYSICAL  DISABILITIES 
Section    1.     Non- Ambulatory  Disabilities.     Impairments  that,  regardless  of 

cause,  confine  individuals  permanently  to  wheelchairs. 
Section    2.     Semi- Ambulatory  Disabilities.     Impairments  that  cause  individuals 

to  walk  with  difficulty  or  insecurity  including  individuals  using  a  long 

leg  brace,  a  walker  or  crutches  to  achieve  mobility. 
Section    3.     Semi- Ambulatory  Disabilities.     Persons  who  due  to  any  cause, 

suffer  arthritis  which  causes  a  functional  motor  deficit  in  any  two  major 

limbs  (arms  and/or  legs) . 

American  Rheumatism  Association  criteria  may  be  used  as  a  guideline 

for  the  determination  of  arthritic  handicap.     Therapeutic  Grade  III  or 

worse  and  Functional  Class  III  or  worse  and  Anatomical  State  III  or  worse 

are  evidence  of  arthritic  handicap. 
Section    4.     Semi- Ambulatory  Disabilities.     Persons  who  suffer  amputation  of; 

or  anatomical  deformity  of  (i.e.   loss  of  major  function  due  to  degenerative, 

changes  associated  with  vascular  or  neurological  deficits,  traumatic  loss 

of  muscle  mass  or  tendons  and  X-ray  evidence  of  bony  or  fibrous  ankylosis  at 

an  unfavorable  angle,  joint  subluxation  or  instability) . 

a.  Both  hands ;  or 

b.  One  hand  and  one  foot; 

c.  Amputation  of  lower  extremity  at  or  above  the 
tarsal  region  (one  or  both  legs) . 

Section    5.     Semi- Ambulatory  Disabilities.     Cerebrovascular  accident  (stroke) 

with  one  of  the  following  four  months  post-CVA: 

a.  Pseudobulbar  palsy;  or 

b.  Functional  motor  deficit  in  any  of  two  extremities;  or 

c.  Ataxia  affecting  two  extremities  substantiated  by  appropriate 
cerebellar  signs  or  proprioceptive  loss. 


Eligibility  Criteria  2. 

Section    6.     Semi-Ambulatory  Disabilities  -  Pulmonary  Ills.     Persons  suffering 
respiratory  impairment  (dyspnea)  as  defined  by  The  Journal  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  Guides  to  the  Evaluation  of  Permanent  Impairment, 
The  Respiratory  System,  11/22/65. 

Classes  of  Respiratory  Impairment 
Class  3         Dyspnea  does  not  occur  at  rest  but  does  occur  during  the 
usual  activities  of  daily  living.    However,  the  patient 
can  walk  a  mile  at  his  own  pace  without  dyspnea  although 
he  cannot  keep  pace  on  the  level  with  others  of  the  same 
age  and  body  build.     Percent  disability  40-50. 
Class  4         Dyspnea  occurs  during  such  activities  as  climbing  one  flight 
of  stairs  or  walking  100  yards  on  the  level,  or  less  exertion 
or  even  at  rest. 

Class  6         Dyspnea  present  on  slightest  exertion,  such  as  dressing, 
talking,  at  rest. 

Section    7.     Semi-Ambulatory  Disabilities  -  Cardiac  Ills.     Persons  suffering 
functional  classifications  of  cardiac  disease.  Classes  III  and  IV  and 
therapeutic  classification.  Classes  C,  D,  E  as  defined  by  Diseases  of  the 
Heart  and  Blood  Vessels  -  Nomenclature  and  Criteria  for  Diagnosis,  6th  edition, 
Boston,  Little,  Brown  and  Company  by  the  New  York  Heart  Association. 

Functional  Classification 
Class  III.    Patients  with  cardiac  disease  resulting  in  marked  limitation 
of  physical  activity.    They  are  comfortable  at  rest.  Less 
than  ordinary  physical  activity  causes  fatigue,  palpitation, 
dyspnea,  or  anginal  pain.    For  instance,  inability  to  walk  one 
or  more  level  blocks  or  climbing  flight  of  ordinary  stairs. 


Eligibility  Criteria  3. 

Class  IV        Patients  with  cardiac  disease  resulting  in  inability  to 

carry  on  any  physical  activity  without  discomfort.  Symptoms 
of  cardiac  insufficiency  or  of  the  anginal  syndrom  may  be 
present  even  at  rest.     If  any  physical  activity  is  undertaken, 
discomfort  is  increased. 
Therapeutic  Classification 

Class  C         Patients  with  cardiac  disease  whose  ordinary  physical  activity 
should  be  moderately  restricted,  and  whose  more  strenous 
efforts  should  be  discontinued. 

Class  D         Patients  with  cardiac  disease  whose  ordinary  physical 
activity  should  be  markedly  restricted. 

Class  E         Patients  with  cardiac  disease  who  should  be  at  complete  rest, 
confined  to  bed  or  chair. 
Section  8.     Semi-Ambulatory  Disabilities  -  Dialysis.    Persons  who  in  order  to 

live  must  use  a  kidney  dialysis  machine. 
Section  9.     Sight  Disabilities.    This  section  includes  only  the  legally  blind. 

A.  Those  persons  whose  vision  in  the  better  eye  after  best  correction 
is  20/200  or  less;  and 

B.  Those  persons  whose  visual  field  is  contracted  (commonly  known  as  tunnel 
vision) 

i    to  10  degrees  or  less  from  a  point  of  fixation,  or 
ii    so  the  widest  diameter  subtends  an  angle  no  greater  than  20  degrees. 
Section  10.    Hearing  Disabilities.    Deafness  or  hearing  incapacity  that  may  make 
an  individual  insecure  in  public  areas  because  the  individual  is  unable  to 
communicate  or  hear  warning  signals,  including  only  those  persons  whose 
hearing  loss  is  90dba  or  greater  in  the  500,  1000,  2000  Hz.  ranges. 


Eligibility  Criteria  4. 

Section  11.    Disabilities  of  Incoordination.     This  section  includes  those 
persons  suffering  faulty  coordination  or  palsy  from  brain,  spinal  or 
peripheral  nerve  injury  and  any  person  with  a  functional  motor  deficit  in 
any  two  limbs  or  who  suffers  manifestations  which  significantly  reduces 
mobility,  coordination  and  perceptiveness  not  accounted  for  in  previous 
categories . 

DEVELOPMENTAL  DISABILITIES 

Those  persons,  not  psychotic,  who  are  so  developmen tally  disadvantaged 
"from  infancy  or  before  reaching  maturity  that  they  are  incapable  of 
managing  themselves  and  their  affairs  independently,  with  ordinary  prudence, 
or  of  being  taught  to  do  so,  and  who  require  supervision,  control,  and  care, 
for  their  own  welfare,  or  for  the  welfare  of  others,  or  for  the  welfare  of 
the  community."     (Welfare  and  Institutions  Code,  State  of  California, 
Section  6500)  and  "any  person  who  is  unable,  or  likely  to  be  unable,  to 
physically  or  mentally  respond  to  an  oral  instruction  relating  to  danger 
and  unassisted  take  appropriate  action  relating  to  such  danger."  (Health 
and  Safety  Code,  State  of  California,  Section  13131.3) .    This  section 
includes  only  those  persons  with  the  following  disorders  who  are  participating 
in  a  State  or  Federally  funded  or  State  recognized  program. 
Section    12.    Mental  Retardation.    Refers  to  subaverage  general  intellectual 
functioning  which  originates  during  the  developmental  period  and  is 
associated  with  impairment  in  adaptive  behavior  (a  general  guideline  is  an  IQ 
which  is  more  than  two  standard  deviations  below  the  norm)  .     This  section 
also  applies  to  adults  who  by  reason  of  illness  or  accident  suffer  mental 
retardation. 


Eligibility  Criteria  5. 

Section  13.     Cerebral  Palsy.    A    disorder  dating  from  birth  or  early  infancy, 
non-progressive,  although  if  not  treated,  there  is  marked  regression  in 
functioning  characterized  by  examples  of  aberations  of  motor  functions 
(paralysis,  weakness,  uncoordination)  and  often  other  manifestations  of 
organic  brain  damage  such  as  sensory  disorders,  seizures,  mental 
retardation,  learning  difficulty  and  behavioral  disorders. 

Section  14.    Epilepsy  (Convulsive  Disorder) .     Clinical  disorder  involving 
impairment  of  consciousness,  characterized  by  major  motor  seizures  (grand 
mal  or  psychomotor)  substantiated  by  EEC,  occurring  more  frequently  than 
once  a  month  in  spite  of  prescribed  treatment.  With: 

a.  Diurnal  episodes  (loss  of  consciousness  and  convulsive  seizure) ;  or 

b.  Nocturnal  episodes  which  show  residuals  interfering  with  activity 
during  the  day. 

Section  15.     Autism.     (1)  a  syndrome  described  as  consisting  of  withdrawl, 
very  inadequate  social  relationships,  exceptional  object  relationships, 
language  disturbances,  and  monotonously  repetitive  motor  behavior;  many 
children  with  autism  will  also  be  seriously  impaired  in  general  intellectual 
functioning;  (2)  this  syndrome  usually  appears  before  the  age  of  6  and  is 
characterized  by  severe  withdrawal  and  inappropriate  response  to  external 
stimuli. 

Section  16.    Neurological  Handicap.    A  syndrome  characterized  by  learning, 

perceptual  and/or  behavioral  disorders  of  an  individual  whose  IQ  is  not  less 
than  two  standard  deviations  below  the  norm.     These  characteristics  exist 
as  a  result  of  brain  dysfunction  (any  disorder  in  learning  or  using  the 
senses) ,  neurological  disorder,  or  any  damage  to  the  central  nervous  system, 
whether  due  to  genetic,  hereditary,  accident,  or  illness  factors.  This 
section  includes  persons  with  severe  gait  problems  who  are  restricted  in 
mobility. 


Eligibility  Criteria  6. 

MENTALLY  DISORDERED  DISABILITIES 
This  section  carries  no  age  restriction. 
Section  17.     Emotionally  Disturbed.     To  the  extent  of  total  disability  and 

a.  living  in  a  board  and  care  home  and  receiving  State  or  Federal 
financial  assistance  and  participating  in  a  State  or  federally  funded 
work  activity  center  or  workshop  or 

b.  living  at  home  under  supervision  and  may  or  may  not  receive  State  or 
Federal  financial  assistance  and  participating  in  a  State  or  federally 
funded  State  or  Federal  work  activity  center  or  workshop. 

NOTE :     VETERANS  ADMINISTRATION  EXCEPTION 

Any  veteran  who  holds  a  disability  rating  for  aid  and  attendance, 
housebound  or  permanent  and  total  rated  at  the  1007o  level  is  immediately 
eligible  for  a  fare  discount  and  criteria  section  number  requirement  is 
waived  on  the  Certificate  Form. 

All  other  veterans  are  subject  to  the  above  Eligibility 
Criteria. 

Any  veteran  wishing  to  apply  for  certification  to  the  Veterans  Administration 
should  include  his  or  her  Social  Security  number  and  VA  file  number  on  the 
Certificate  Form  or  attachment  sheet  when  mailing  to  the  Veterans  Administration. 
MUNI  EXCEPTION  -  PROVISIONS  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Muni  existing  policy  providing  free  transit  for  the  qualified  blind 
remains  in  effect.     The  qualified  blind  will  not  be  required  to  pay  fares  to 
ride  Muni. 


